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of scattered in some thirty or sixty strips all over the common
fields. The process was one of equitable exchange and tended
towards improved farming.

(6) Enclosures of common or waste by the lord, with or
without the consent of the freeholders. This often pressed heavily
on the poorer villeins, who lost common rights, but if the enclosed
land was turned into arable it provided more work for the cotter
and labourer.

(c) Enclosure of demesne and turning it into sheep walks.
This produced a serious economic disturbance. The description
given by Sir Thomas More in 1516 is probably not exaggerated,
though it must be remembered that the enclosures were by no
means universal and that the bulk of the land remained in the
south and midlands in open fields. ' Your shepe, that were
wont to be so myke and tame, and so smal eaters, now, as I heare
saie be become so greate devowerers, and so wylde, that they
eate up and swallow down the very men themselfes. They
consume, destroy, and devourc hole fieldes, houses, and cities.
For looke in what partcs of the realm doth growc the fynyst and
therefore the dearest woll, there noble and gentleman, yea and
certayn Abbottes, holy men God wotc, not contenting themselfes
with the yearly rcvennucs and profyttes that were wont to grow
to theyr forefathers and prcdeccssours of thcyr landes, nor
beynge content that they live in rest and pleasure, nothing
profytyng, ye, much noyingc the wcalo publiquc, lease no
grounde for tillage; they enclose all in pastures; they throw
doune houses; they pluck down tounes ; and leave nothing
stondynge but only the churcho, to mako of it a shepehowse * . .
the husbandmen be thrust oute of their own; ords other by
cousyne or fraudc, or by violent oppression, they be put
besides it, or by wronges and iniuries they bo so wcricd that
they be compelled to sell all ... and yet then also they
be cast into prison as vagaboundes, because they go about
and worke not; whom no man will set a worke, though
they never so willingly offer themselves thereto. For one
shepherd is ynough and eate up that grounde with cattel,